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Improvements in K-12 and higher education levels contribute 
nearly 10 months to the average life expectancy in a county for 

each standard increase in educational achievement.
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...Students who graduate high school are 
more likely to continue to post-secondary 
education and have consistent employ-
ment and higher wages.
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Figure 1: State-Level ACGR by Race and Gender, 2020-2021
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Source: Adjusted four-year cohort graduation data from individual state Department of Education websites
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Note: The ACGR is the percentage of 9th graders who graduate within four years of starting 9th grade with a regular diploma. The 
years presented indicate the year the cohort graduated high school. 2019-20 is the most recent year available at the time of 
publication of this report. Students entering 9th grade for the first time form the cohort for the graduating class. This cohort is 
"adjusted" by adding any students who subsequently transfer into the cohort and subtracting any students who subsequently 
transfer out, emigrate to another country, or die. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES Table 1. Public high school 4-year adjusted cohort graduation rate (ACGR), by 
race/ethnicity and selected demographic characteristics for the United States, the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico
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National High School 
Graduation Trends and 
Progress, 2012-2020

t a national average of 86%, U.S. four-year graduation 
rates for students in the 2019-2020 cohort were 
the highest on record since 2010, when the United 
States began tracking four-year graduation rates. As 

Figure 2 illustrates, prior to the pandemic, U.S. graduation 
rates improved for every racial/ethnic group, and racial 
disparities narrowed, particularly for Black students. 
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 A more robust analysis of Native American students’ graduation rates across the nation is needed. This will require overcoming 

federal, state, and local systems addressing severe limitations in data collection and promulgation. Schott continues to call for 

systems to address the challenges in data collection as well as providing the substantive supports for Native American students 

to thrive.
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State High School
Graduation Trends
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State

Black

White

Latinx

Alabama Delaware Florida Mississippi New Jersey Virginia West Virginia Arkansas Indiana Maryland

88%

92%

88%

87%

91%

86%

87%

92%

90%

86%

90%

84%

86%

95%

85%

86%

93%

75%

86%

92%

93%

85%

91%

87%

85%

93%

88%

85%

94%

72%

State

Black

White

Latinx

Arizona
District of

Columbia
OhioWisconsinMichiganNevadaVermontIdahoMinnesotaWyoming

73%

93%

64%

72%

83%

74%

72%

88%

76%

71%

94%

85%

70%

85%

76%

70%

86%

81%

70%

85%

82%

69%

84%

76%

69%

89%

70%

66%

84%

78%

Source: NCES Table 219.46: 2019-20 Public high school 4-year adjusted cohort graduation rate (ACGR)

Source: NCES Table 219.46: 2019-20 Public high school 4-year adjusted cohort graduation rate (ACGR)
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Michigan

WEST

NORTHEAST

SOUTHEASTSOUTHWEST

• Oakland Unified (CA)

• Los Angeles Unified (CA)

• Chicago Public Schools (IL)

• Wichita Public Schools (KS)

• Detroit Public Schools Community District (MI)

• Minneapolis School District (MN)

• Philadelphia City School District (PA)

• Baltimore City Public Schools (MD)

• Newark Public School District (NJ)

• Mobile County Public Schools (AL)

• Broward County Public Schools (FL)

• Atlanta Public Schools (GA)

• Memphis-Shelby County Schools (TN)
• Dallas ISD (TX)

• Houston ISD (TX)

WA

OR

NV

CA

UT

ID

MT

WY

CO

AZ NM

TX

OK

KS

NE

SD

ND

MN
WI

IL

MO

IN
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NY

AR
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LA
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FL

SC

TN

KY
WV

VA
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DE
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ME

VT

NH

NJ

NC
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IAMIDWEST

Black Male High School
Graduation Trends, By District 
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Atlanta Public Schools

Baltimore City Public Schools

Broward County Public Schools

Chicago Public Schools

Dallas ISD

Detroit Public Schools Community District

Houston ISD

Los Angeles Unified

Minneapolis Public School District

Mobile County Public Schools

Newark Public School District

Oakland Unified

Philadelphia City SD

Shelby County Schools

Wichita Public Schools

District Black Student Count Total Student Count % Black

36,105

57,798

99,018

118,948

30,087

39,970

43,116

40,281

9,217

26,435

15,028

9,672

55,724

76,666

9,466

49,994

77,807

256,037

330,411

143,558

48,745

194,607

548,338

30,115

51,658

40,607

46,600

118,207

102,221

47,334

72%

74%

39%

36%

21%

82%

22%

7%

31%

51%

37%

21%

47%

75%

20%
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Minneapolis Public

School District

Atlanta Public 

Schools*

Chicago Public

Schools

Oakland Unified

Newark Public

School District

Baltimore City

Public Schools*

Phildelphia City

SD

Dallas ISD*

Broward

Los Angeles

Unified

Houston ISD

Wichita

Mobile County

Shelby County

Schools

Detroit Public Schools

Community District

40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Black Males White Males
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Figure 7. Four-Year Cohort Graduation Rates for Black and White Male Students 2019-2020
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Source: Adjusted four-year cohort graduation rates pulled from either 1) individual state or district websites or 

2) received directly from state departments of education or district offices. 

*Indicates school districts where the by race and by gender graduation rates were not publicly available and 

were estimated. See methodology appendix for further explanation Black Males Latinx Males
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STABILITY
Health resources and
physical environment that
foster physical and mental
development 

CAPACITY
Financial policies and

practices that foster

expertise & resources

to meet the need of

all children

CARE

COMMITMENT

Health resources and 
physical environment 

that foster physical and 
mental development 

School Policies and 
practices that

foster the unique 
potential of each 

student.

Why Building ‘Loving Systems’ is the Answer

WHAT NOW?
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There must be a conscious 
commitment to providing 
the living and learning 
supports necessary for 
a fair and substantive 
opportunity to learn and 
to thrive.
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Implementing a ‘Loving Systems’ Framework at a Community-Level
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Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 

SELF ACTUALIZATION

Morality, Creativity, spontaneity, acceptance,
experience purpose, meaning & inner potential

SELF ESTEEM

Confidence, achievement, respect of others,
the need to be a unique individual

LOVE AND BELONGING

Friendship, family, intimacy, sense of connection

SAFETY AND SECURITY

Health, employment, property, family
and social ability

PHYSIOLOGICAL NEEDS

Breath, food, water, shelter, clothing, sleep
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Parental income is 
essentially a proxy 
for the living and 
learning supports–or 
‘loving systems’–
that students must 
access to have a fair 
and substantive 
opportunity to learn.
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Barriers to Creating a
‘Loving Community’ & Ecosystem
of Success for Black Males
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Federal Actions to Catalyze ‘Loving Systems’ in Communities

Love is the Foundation for Life
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W If we value the success of 

all young people, including 

Black males, the White House 

Commission on Advancing 

Education Equity, Excellence 

and Economic Opportunity for 

Black Americans should urge 

the passage of a multi-year, 

$10-12 trillion federal ‘Loving 

Communities’ Stimulus Package.
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Localities should move beyond 
adopting the “community 
school” brand without providing 
the community school supports. 
Strong community schools have 
the ability serve as a hub for 
children and families to access 
a range of supports, including 
healthcare.
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BYRON ALLEN’S
OCTOBER 21, 2023,
REMARKS  AT THEGRIO AWARDS

At this time, 44 states are 
debating which Black history 
to teach in schools. There’s 
only one Black history that 
should be taught: the truth.
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69

77

84.5

81

80

83.3

78.9

83

84.7

83.1

70.4

69.2

86.1

78.8

77

75

69.5

77

85.7

74

75.3

85.2

82

72.4

75.0

90.2

92.2

84.4

83.0

90.9

87.9

86.1

93.4

90.5

93.0

91.9

87.3

86

84.2

‡

92.5

93.8

90.3

92.8

87.8

87.8

94.1

93.2

85.4

89.0

89.9

92.2

88.7

92.2

86.4

89.4

95.0

80.8

90.4

90.8

92.2

87.6

82.8

NR

92

75

72.8

86

78.6

82

90

89

NR

90.7

85.7

NR

79

‡

88.0

89

87

89

83

82

92

89

76.8

73

86

87

84

83

85

84

92

NR

83.2

85.3

NR

80.5

84.1

Total AAPI Latinx Black White Two or more 
races2

American Indian 
/ Alaska Native1
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Table 1. Public high school 4-year adjusted cohort graduation rate (ACGR), by race/ethnicity for 
the United States, the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico: School year 2019–20
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Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

80.8

82.6

87.4

83.6

80.3

67

78

69

83

90

92.7

91

76.5

79.5

77.2

75.9

75.0

76

76.5

80

82.8

84.0

91.4

87.9

84.1

81

81.4

77.0

Rhode Island

South carolina

South Dakota 

Tennessee

Texas 

Utah

Vermont 

Virginia

Washington 

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming 

80

78

80

84

75

49

70 

86

76

86

71

66

83.6

82.2

84.2

90.4

‡

88.2

83.1

88.8

83

92

90.4

82

69

81

53

91

‡

73

n<

88

70

n<

85

62

91

93

83

95

‡

87

74

95

89

n<

92

86

75.9

80.1

72

95

‡

80.2

82

75.4

78

93

84

78

87.9

85.3

89.9

93.9

‡

90.7

84.6

93

85

92

94

84

77.0

na

78

na

‡

88

76

92

84

88

87

80
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Atlanta Public Schools

Baltimore City Public Schools

Broward County Public Schools

Chicago Public Schools

Dallas ISD

Detroit Public Schools Community District

Houston ISD

Los Angeles Unified

Minneapolis Public School District

Mobile County Public Schools

Montgomery County School District

Newark Public School District

Oakland Unified

Philadelphia City SD

Shelby County Schools

Wichita Public Schools
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Appendix 6

Poverty

Unemployment

Poverty, Unemployment, and Segregation Analysis
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